age-old rainwater harvmdngt
n today’s world, it would be safe o say
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ing water tankers to these drought-  have transformed  In Mandawar village in 2006 and its
stricken areas would provideonly tem- 115 villages bleak desert became trans-
porary relief,” says she. “Thesolution  directly, and a formed Into agricultural land. Wih the
had to be a permanent one”™ This  further 193 water brimming In thelr wells,

resolve led her to form Aakar
Charitable Trust (ACT), the organisa-
tion that has helped villagers In India’s driest
reglons to recharge ground water and maximise
agricultural camings using an age-old rainwater
harvesting technique — chieck dams.
Traditionally, villagers in Rajasthan used

Known as Kkadin,

‘Mandawar

agriculture [n the first year ftself. "We
found that when the reservolr dried up eight
months Later, the soll underneath was s0 molst
and fertile that villagers were able to grow a rabl
crop on It, that needed nelther trrigation nor fer-
tiliser,” Rula adds. She noted that check dams
worked even in arcas that received as lide as 16
inches of rain annually, recharging water In as.
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Istered a net Imomc of 22,19,81,023 In zou.
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Kalakhet, fts winter crop yield in 2007-08 was
298 lakh. Once the dam had recharged the

2015 10 26,44,04,838. “Now, thanks to the abun-

account,
“cent of thelr harvest every year. This corpus s

used to maintain the dam.
“Thus far, Rula and ACT have transformed 115

villages directly, and a further 193 villages indl-
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every year. “Our work has strengthened my beliel
thatwe, ascittzens, shouldn't walt for the govern-
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Intheirincomes,” says Rula.
generated annually by a single ACT beneficlary
village is a whopplng U2 croreWhat makes the

these villages have become so
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ﬂhmlnhn villagers own them fully. After 8
s constructed, villagers create a joint bank

Aakar Charitable Trust has Its work cut out,
has

members of soclety thawks to an (arcwtive

given that India's watershed



